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10 » Individuals and Identities

Get to grips with … POETIC DEVICES

Personification

Personification is when something non-human is given human qualities. Something that is 

not living is referred to as an inanimate object. Usually, the inanimate object is personified, 

or described, as if it has feelings and behaves in a human way. 

Examples

As I slowly made my way up to bed, the stairs groaned under my feet.

In this example, the stairs are given the human quality of groaning. The sound of the stairs 

is described as a groan, a noise made by people who are tired or annoyed.

The leaves are dancing in the wind. 

Here, the movement of the leaves is emphasised. The writer personifies the way the wind 

blows the leaves from the trees, comparing the movement to a form of dance. 

The car engine hummed then roared to life. 

The sound of the car engine is brought to life as the car is given the human qualities of 

humming and roaring. Personifying the car in this way helps readers to imagine the noise 

of the car as the engine turns on. 

The best thing about living in the countryside, is seeing the stars winking in the night sky. 

How is the inanimate object personified or given human qualities in this example?

MASTER THE LANGUAGE

Personification is a common poetic device. Read the short poem ‘Fog’ by Carl Sandburg:

The fog comes

on little cat feet.

It sits looking

over harbor and city

on silent haunches

and then moves on.

419

12 » Stand Up, Speak Out!

Moxie
by Jennifer Mathieu

A ‘zine’ is a homemade magazine that is photocopied and 

distributed to share a message the maker is passionate about. 

When she finds her mum’s zines from the 1990s, 16-year-old Vivian 

Carter is inspired to start and distribute her own zine, Moxie, to 

speak out against the sexist culture at her high school. Her zine 

inspires other girls to speak up about their mistreatment. Vivian 

receives a note from a fellow pupil, Emma Johnson, saying she 

was attacked by the school’s star football player and principal’s 

son, Mitchell Wilson. In this extract from the novel, the girls plan a 

walkout as an act of solidarity with Emma.  

Literary 
text

1. What does the word ‘moxie’ mean?

2. Can you think of someone you know who has moxie?

3. Can you think of times in history where people have spoken out against the status quo 

(the way things are)?

4. How can you use your voice to bring about positive change?

Chat it out

The walkout is supposed to be midway through my English class. According to the flyer, we 

should get up and leave when the bell rings to alert teachers to take the daily attendance.

It’s a loaded class for the walkout to happen. Not only will Seth be in there, but Mitchell will be 

there, too. Lucy would be there, of course, if she weren’t suspended.

It’s literally all everyone is talking about, and as my friends and I 

gather on the front steps to discuss it, we all get texts from Lucy.

When the walkout happens send me pics. I have an idea

When, not if. My hands go numb, but I manage to text back.

What’s the idea?

You’ll see – just send pics of all the girls walking out

‘Think it’s gonna happen?’ says Sara.

‘I think something’s going to happen,’ Claudia answers. 

‘Some girls were posting some really intense stuff last 

night that made it sound like they’re committed.’

‘So you’re going to do it?’ asks Meg.

‘I think so,’ I answer. But now that it’s here, my stomach’s 

a rock. I think about getting suspended. Maybe even 

expelled. I picture myself standing in front of the school 

with five or six other girls. Then I remember the words of that 

freshman girl the other day.
456
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You will be told this is not a problem,

Not your problem.

You will be told now is not the time

For change to begin,

Told that we cannot win.

But the point of protest isn’t winning;

It’s holding fast to the promise of freedom,

Even when fast victory is not promised.

Meaning, we cannot stand up to police

If we cannot cease policing our imagination,

Convincing our communities that this won’t work,

When the work hasn’t even begun,

That this can wait,

When we’ve already waited out a thousand suns.

By now, we understand

That white supremacy

& the despair it demands

Are as destructive as any disease.

So when you’re told that your rage is reactionary,

Remind yourself that rage is our right.

It teaches us it is time to fight.

In the face of injustice,

Not only is anger natural, but necessary,

Because it helps carry us to our destination.

Our goal is never revenge, just restoration.

Not dominance, just dignity.

Not fear, just freedom.

Just justice.

455

12 » Stand Up, Speak Out!

Close-up on …

POET AND ACTIVIST AMANDA GORMAN

Name: Amanda Gorman 

Date of birth: 7 March 1998 

Known for: Poetry and 

activism. Amanda Gorman 

read her poem ‘The Hill We 

Climb’ at the inauguration 

of President Joe Biden in 

the USA in 2021. 

About Amanda: Amanda 

Gorman grew up in 

California and attended 

Harvard University. As a 

child, she struggled with a speech impediment 

and attended speech therapy. Amanda has said her speech difficulties helped her to 

become good at reading and writing. 

Amanda became the first National Youth Poet Laureate. She published her first book of 

poetry in 2015. Following her performance of ‘The Hill We Climb’ at the inauguration of 

Joe Biden, Amanda Gorman’s name became known to millions, her work shot to the top 

of bestseller lists and she appeared on the cover of Vogue magazine. 

Amanda Gorman uses her voice to bring about change and progress. She prepares 

for her performances by saying these words:

I’m the daughter of black writers. We’re descended from freedom fighters who 

broke through chains and changed the world.

Fury & Faith 
by Amanda Gorman

The following poem is about the importance of protest which can 

help to make the world a better place. ‘Fury & Faith’ reminds readers 

to keep fighting for what is right. Using your voice to speak out 

against injustice is necessary in order to make a difference to the 

lives of people who have experienced inequality and injustice.  

Literary 
text

208
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TIME100: Dolly Parton

by Miley Cyrus

TIME magazine compiles an annual list of the 100 most influential 

people in the world at that moment. A short biography of each person 

on the list is written by another well-known figure. The following 

biography of country singer and humanitarian Dolly Parton was 

written by her goddaughter, singer Miley Cyrus.

  

Have you ever met anyone who doesn’t love Dolly Parton?  

I never have. Dolly is not only my idol because of her 

incomparable career—she’s also my role model because 

of her steadfast morals and values. At her core, she is 

the definition of a humanitarian. She’s also the world’s 

most impeccably purposeful walking contradiction, 

having developed her iconic look after being inspired by 

the town tramp. Now she’s known as a saintly, even 

godlike, figure.

I remember when she came in to do a table read for 

Hannah Montana in all her bedazzled glory. Her smell, the 

way her nails tapped the table, the sound it made when 

she flipped the pages of the script—I could see that she 

fascinated other people too. A living fantasy was in front 

of all of us.

But though she created an identity that she downplays 

as being built on wigs, lots of gingham and silicone, the 

foundation for this empire is actually her honesty, truth 

and her faith. People look to Dolly for guidance, and she 

knows that. She wears that responsibility with the same 

grace and pride she rocks a two-piece Nudie suit. She 

recognizes how impactful her choices will be as one of 

the most iconic and powerful voices in country music, and 

she leaves no one behind. Dolly has diligently celebrated 

the queer community and her Imagination Library 

provides millions of books for kids. (The only thing Dolly loves more than glitter is children.)

Last year, she donated $1 million to COVID-19 vaccine research, which helped in critical early 

stages. There’s a multitude of reasons why vaccination is important to protect other people. 

But it’s also to get the show back on the road and bring live music to our audiences again.

There’s a theory that you shouldn’t meet your heroes, but I wish everyone had the chance to 

meet Dolly Parton, because she’s even better than your sparkliest dreams. She may be my fairy 

godmother, but I think she’s that to everyone else too. I am happy to share her with the world.

Glossary

Incomparable Unmatched
Humanitarian A person who works hard to help others

Steadfast True and unchanging Impeccably Perfectly
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8 » Truth and Trust

1. Can you think of any examples of misleading news that you have been aware of?

2. What do you do to fact check information?

3. With your partner, play a quick game of Two Truths and a Lie. Tell your partner three 

statements about yourself – make two true and one a lie. Your partner must try to identify 

the false statement. Then swap roles and try to guess your partner’s lie. 

Chat it out

81

4 » Empower and Engage

Get to grips with … SHORT STORIES

In Unit 1 you learned some of the features of fictional writing. A short story is a piece of 

fiction that is much shorter in length than a novel. Despite this, short stories contain many 

of the elements of fiction that readers enjoy in the novel.

In a short story the three essential features are:

1. Setting: Where and when a story takes place

2. Plot structure: The order of the events in the story and how they unfold (the beginning, 

middle and end)

3. Characterisation: How the characters in the story are described and behave

1. Setting

Before you begin writing a short story you should be clear about where and when the 

story takes place, for example in a single room or in outer space, in the past or in the future. 

You can have multiple settings within the story but not too many – remember, it is a short 

story. You should describe the setting as clearly as possible, so the reader is invited into the 

story and has a strong sense of place. 

It is possible to give readers a sense of where a story is set without saying it outright, as in 

the following examples.

Example

The old cowboy kicked off the stirrup and descended proudly from his 

horse onto the dry scorched earth. His gun was nestled neatly in his 

belt, and the steely determination in his face told the townspeople 

that he was there for a reason, and he wasn’t leaving until he got what 

he wanted …

This story is set in the 
Wild West

This shows the place is 
hot and dry

Example

Zoe reached for Daniel’s hand, but he moved it away and reached into 

his pocket for his phone. There were no words left between them, but the 

whirring sound of the coffee machine and the waitress clearing plates 

filled the empty space. Zoe had always loved this place, especially the 

smell of the freshly ground coffee and the warm pastries. It had always 

brought her comfort. But now something had changed.
The description of smell 
can trigger memories for 
the reader, helping bring 
the setting to life

This story is set in the 
modern world

The description of this 
sound helps to create a 
realistic café setting

v

Courageous
Creativity

UNIT 6

Painting is silent 

poetry and poetry is 

painting that speaks.

Plutarch

 

Creativity, inspiration and imagination come 

in many forms, such as literature, drama, film, 

music and painting. Art reflects the society it 

is created in, but it can also change the world 

by helping us to see things in new ways. It 

takes bravery and courage to make art and 

share it with the world. In doing so, others 

can be inspired to act or to create themselves.

 
 

 
 

Sixty-three per cent of people 

surveyed by the Arts Council 

of Ireland believe arts 

services are just as important 

to society as sports facilities. 

 

 

 Using the prompts, 

discuss with your partner 

what the phrase ‘courageous 

creativity’ means to you.

 
 

LEARNING INTENTIONS

In this unit, you will:

• read a variety of literary and non-literary texts

• learn how tone, mood, voice and enjambment are 

used in poetry

• research the life and times of William 

Shakespeare

• learn about Shakespearean language

• write a scene of a play

• learn about Instapoetry. 
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Each unit opens with a 
selection of stimulus 
material – including 
quotes, images, key 
words, statistics and 

facts – to engage 
students in productive 

conversation 
about the theme 
and promote oral 

communication skills.

Contains a wide range of literary 
and non-literary texts – each 

extensively scaffolded with 
supporting questions, activities 

and supplementary texts for the 
comprehensive development of 
oral, reading and writing skills.  

Get to grips with … sections introduce genres and devices. Definitions, examples 
and short tasks ensure understanding ahead of meeting features in a text. 

TAKE A LOOK INSIDE! 

•	 Safe Spaces
•	 Consideration and Compassion
•	 Sense and Sustainability
•	 Empower and Engage

•	 Fast Forward
•	 Courageous Creativity
•	 Influence and Inform
•	 Truth and Trust

•	 Animated Adventures
•	 Individuals and Identities
•	 Power and Powerlessness
•	 Stand Up, Speak Out!

Units

Focus on 
contemporary texts 

by a diverse range 
of authors, including 

Amanda Gorman, 
Evan Placey, Sophia 

Thakur, Louise O’Neill, 
Nikesh Shukla, 

Jennifer Mathieu, 
Dean Atta, Simon Rich 

and Angie Thomas.
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Louder than Words

Poetry analysis: ‘
Still I Rise’  

by Maya Angelou

About the poem

This poem is a celebration of resilience and hope. We can assume that the poetic voice is 

a female one, as ‘sassiness’, ‘haughtiness’ and ‘sexiness’ are often levelled at women as 

insults. She describes the different ways in which she can rise up despite challenges. She 

details all the ways others try to bring her down – with words, looks and hateful actions 

– and how these tactics fail to break her spirit. She holds her head high and conducts 

herself with pride and self-respect. 

She also talks about history and the struggles of her people, which we understand to be 

the African American people’s fight for equal rights. Once again, this is not something 

that will hold her back and she is determined to rise up and fight for her place in the 

world, describing herself as ‘a black ocean, leaping and wide’ and as ‘the dream and the 

hope of the slave’.

She also talks about the challenges she faces as a woman. The refrain ‘I rise’ is repeated 

throughout the poem, really hammering home that, no matter what is thrown at her, she 

will continue to fight back and stand up for herself. 

Master the languag
e

Angelou makes effective use of rhetorical questions in this poem, addressing the reader 

directly and forcing them to take note of the poem’s message. Using the pronoun ‘you’ 

further emphasises the speaker’s forthright and unabashed voice. She is not hiding 

behind her words; she is confronting the reader and spelling out her determination and 

spirit, for example:

 Does my sassiness upset you?

 Did you want to see me broken?

The title of the poem is cleverly repeated throughout. Repetition of the phrase ‘still I rise’ 

shows that no matter what challenges are thrown at the speaker, she will continue to rise 

up and overcome them. Towards the end of the poem, the phrase is repeated even more, 

building to a final chorus of these words.

Simile is used regularly in the poem as a way of making comparisons. The speaker says 

she will rise ‘like dust’ and that her shoulders will not fall ‘like teardrops’ to make the point 

that she is determined not to let the hardships of life affect her. Other examples of simile 

in the poem include:

 I walk like I’ve got oil wells/Pumping in my living room.

 I laugh like I’ve got gold mines/Diggin’ in my own backyard.

Oil and gold are symbols of wealth, and someone with their own personal supply would 

be a very wealthy person. These similes show how the speaker conducts herself: how she 

walks, talks and laughs as if she is carefree and rich. Although she may not have literal 

riches, her self-belief and sense of purpose make her powerful.
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9 » Animated Adventures

My Hero Academia

by Kohei Horikoshi and Yoko Akiyama

The following extract is from My Hero Academia: Team-Up Missions 

Volume 1 by Yoko Akiyama, a spin-off of the popular manga series 

My Hero Academia by Kohei Horikoshi. It tells the story of the heroes 

in training at UA High School. The main character, Izuku, was born 

without superpowers but is obsessed with superheroes and wants to 

enrol in the hero academy.

Literary 
text

155

5 » Studied Poet 1: Maya Angelou

I think a hero is any person really intent on 

making this a better place for all people.

Maya Angelou

 

What is the definition of a ‘hero’, in your view?

Chat it out

Still I Rise
by Maya Angelou

Literary 
text

You may write me down in history

With your bitter, twisted lies,

You may trod me in the very dirt

But still, like dust, I’ll rise.

Does my sassiness upset you?

Why are you beset with gloom?

’Cause I walk like I’ve got oil wells

Pumping in my living room.

Just like moons and like suns,

With the certainty of tides,

Just like hopes springing high,

Still I’ll rise.

Did you want to see me broken?

Bowed head and lowered eyes?

Shoulders falling down like teardrops,

Weakened by my soulful cries?

216

Louder than Words

Read the following paragraph again and think about how effectively the writer describes this 

minor character.

The third girl, however, is visibly shaking as she walks towards John – and then bursts 

into tears. She is a girl not much older than me, in truth – and with the same ratty dye-

job, and Doc Marten boots – but pierced everywhere: ear, nose, tongue. The kind of 

piercings that look like each one was made, like a pin pushed into a war map, to mark a 

battle that was fought. She hums with bad history.

Fill in the table based on what you learn about the character.

Age

Appearance

Background

Personality

MASTER THE LANGUAGE

The extract from How To Be Famous describes 

a positive experience of fans meeting their idol. 

Have you ever heard the saying ‘Never meet your 

heroes’? What do you think it means? 

Chat it out

1. Imagine you meet your favourite musician, actor, sportsperson, writer or artist. Write the 

dialogue between you.

2. Write a short story with the title ‘Never Meet Your Heroes’ that describes a negative 

experience of a fan meeting their idol. 

GET CREATIVE

 

Go to page XX of your Learning Log to reflect on this extract from How To Be Famous by Caitlin Moran. 

Reflect on it
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9 » Animated Adventures

The World Ends with You 

by Ken Mahon

Ken Mahon is an Irish artist who draws comics in a number of 

genres. The Word Ends with You, reprinted here in full, tells the 

story of teenagers Ben and Sarah as they revisit a promise they 

made in their childhood. 

Literary 
text

Based on the title of this comic, what kind of story do you think it will be? 
Chat it out

292
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10 » Individuals and Identities

Keep it cool

1. What is the author’s full name? 

2. What is the meaning of the author’s name? 

3. What name does the author go by in her daily life? 

4. What happened to Yewande Biala on Love Island in 2019? 

5. Write an account of what happened when Yewande applied to a school in her 

hometown. 

Turn up the heat

6. Do you think Ola is proud of her Nigerian heritage? Give quotes from the article 

to support your answer.  

7. How does Ola respond when people mispronounce her name? 

8. ‘It is disrespectful when people refuse to learn the correct pronunciation of 

someone’s name.’ Do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer.

9. What could the teacher have done to ensure that Yewande Biala felt valued? 

10. Have you ever experienced or witnessed someone mispronouncing someone’s 

name? Explain what happened. 

11. ‘I made it my mission to make sure people knew my name was important, 

after all, that is my identity.’ Is your name an important part of your identity? 

Explain why or why not. 

Fire ahead

12. Think about a character in a novel or play that you have studied whose 

identity shapes the way others see and treat them. 

(a) Name the novel or play. 

(b) Name the author. 

(c) Name the character you have chosen. 

(d) What is it about the character’s identity that shapes the way others see 

and treat them? 

(e) Describe how this character is treated by others and say whether it is fair 

or unfair. 

(f) Did you empathise with the character you have described? Explain your 

answer.

Think about it

150
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Studied Poet 1:  

Maya Angelou (1928
–2014)

I’ve learned that people will 

forget what you said, people 

will forget what you did, but 

people will never forget how 

you made them feel.

Maya Angelou

 

Discuss the above quote with your partner. What does it mean to you?
Chat it out

Maya Angelou was an American poet, writer, performer and civil rights activist. She was 

born Marguerite Annie Johnson in St Louis, Missouri, in 1928. She had a difficult childhood, 

suffering abuse and upheaval and, and as a result, did not speak for several years. 

Angelou received a scholarship to study dance and drama in California. In San 

Francisco in the 1940s, she became the first African American woman to work as a 

streetcar conductor. She went on to receive many awards and accolades for writing 

and performing. In 1969, she published her autobiography, I Know Why the Caged Bird 

Sings. It became the first non-fiction bestseller by an African American woman. She 

also recited a specially written poem at President Bill Clinton’s inauguration in 1993.

Angelou worked with civil rights activist Malcolm X to set up the Organization of Afro-

American Unity (OAAU). She also fought for civil rights alongside her close friend 

Martin Luther King Junior, who was assassinated on her birthday, 4 April, in 1968.

As well as poetry, Angelou wrote numerous autobiographies, personal essays, plays, 

TV and film scripts, children’s books and cookery books, and recorded a number of 

spoken word albums. 

In this section you will read two of Angelou’s poems: ‘Human Family’ (1990) and ‘Still I 

Rise’ (1978).

Each text is followed by a bank of differentiated Think about it questions: 
Keep it cool comprehension questions to check understanding, Turn up 

the heat questions requiring more detailed information or opinion-based 
responses and, in later units, Fire ahead exam-style questions.

Chat it out tasks offer consistent opportunities for oral communication and 
spark discussion of the ideas or issues related to a text, device or genre.

Master the language tasks check knowledge of poetic devices, literary terms 
and other terminology by asking students to identify these features and 

consider how they contribute to the overall effect of a text. 

Reflect on it tasks aid students in developing and articulating their response 
to a range of texts in preparation for the Assessment Task.

Get creative tasks provide regular opportunities for students to create their 
own written, oral, visual, digital and multimodal texts in preparation for 

Classroom Based Assessment.  

Dedicated Studied Poet sections at the end of First, 
Second and Third Year units model critical analysis 

and underpin an appreciation of the genre. 

A unique visual 
storytelling unit – 
including extracts 

from comics, 
graphic novels, 

manga and silent 
books – appeals to 
students’ interests 

and arms them 
with the language 

they need to discuss 
image-based texts.
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2 » Collect and Reflect

Reflect on your chosen task by answering the following questions.
Reflect on it

I chose this task because …

(Poem only) Explain how two features of your writing are typical of a poem:

What did you enjoy about doing this task? What did you find most difficult about the task?

What would you do differently next time?

Tick the box if you are considering including this piece in your collection of texts for CBA 2 

Reflect on Unit 6: Courageous Creativity by answering the following questions.
Reflect on it

What do you think the message was in this unit?

What did you enjoy most about this unit? What did you find most challenging about the unit?

Can you think of any other texts that you think would work well in this unit?

51

2 » Collect and Reflect

Imagine you are a reporter working for a London newspaper in 1599. The Globe Theatre has 

just opened and there is a buzz of excitement across the city. You have been asked to write a 

newspaper article about the opening of the Globe Theatre.

GET CREATIVE
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2 » Collect and Reflect

Reflect on the poem ‘The Starry Night’ by Anne Sexton on page 173 of your textbook. The 

following prompts may help you:

 � This poem made me think about …

 � One line that stood out to me is …

 � One image that has stayed with me is …

 � I could imagine how the speaker felt when …

 � This reminded me of …

 � After I read it, I wondered …

 � The reason I would recommend this poem to someone else is …

Reflect on it

 

30

Louder than Words  » Learning Log

Plan the setting of your short story.

GET CREATIVE

Sight:Sight:  

Where:Where:

Smell: Smell: 

When: When: 

Sounds:Sounds:

Outline the plot of your short story.

GET CREATIVE

Beginning
Middle

End

Ending
Conflict     

       
       

      R
ising Action

Climax

Falling Action

Situation
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Louder than Words  » Learning Log

Read the three student reflections on the extract from Only Ever Yours by Louise O’Neill on 

page 131 of your textbook. 

Tick the reflection that you feel best captures your response to the following question: Do you 

agree that Louise O’Neill creates a frightening world for her readers in this story?

Reflect on it

Rhys:Rhys: I would definitely describe the world that the author creates in Only Ever Yours as 

frightening. I was disturbed by the way the narrator describes the world that she inhabits. 

It sounds like a horrible version of the future, where all hope is lost and everything outside 

is ‘dead’. This idea really scares me. 

Samina: Samina: I think that Louise O’Neill pays close attention to detail, imagining a terrifying 

future. She describes how the seas are ‘drowning the doomed low-lying countries, never to 

be seen again’ and this is truly frightening. In this world, there are no signs of beauty in 

nature. There are no animals or trees. I agree wholeheartedly that readers like me must 

feel utterly terrified reading about a world that is beyond repair. 

Tara: Tara: I think that there are some signs of hope in the world that Louise O’Neill has 

created. While the world of Only Ever Yours is alarming, I am reminded of the fact that 

people are still alive. The narrator is a living person who is receiving an education and has 

the ability to think for herself. She questions what she has been shown. This suggests that 

there might be the chance for someone to make a difference. I would be frightened to live 

in the place described but I really hope that the narrator can make a difference somehow. 

Explain your choice.

Did this extract make you want to read the novel? Explain your answer.

1

Get to grips with … FEATURES AND TERMS

Features

Genre Features/Format/Layout Language style

Diary entry  � Detailed account of events

 � ‘Dear Diary’ format

 � Date and references to place/time

 � Description of feelings

 � Informal register

 � First person (personal pronoun ‘I’)

 � Conversational tone

 � Private/intimate tone

Review  � Information, overview and 

recommendation

 � Details, information and facts

 � Honest opinions

 � Persuasive language

 � First person (‘I’)

 � Balanced

Open letter  � Date

 � Greeting

 � Sign-off

 � Addresses not required

 � Informative

 � Persuasive (raising awareness or 

gaining support)

Personal essay  � Clear purpose 

 � Introduction, main content and conclusion

 � Thoughts, feelings, reflections and 

insights

 � Information and facts (if applicable)

 � First person (personal pronoun ‘I’)

 � Personal experiences and anecdotes

 � Thoughts, feelings, reactions and 

comments

 � Reflective tone

Online article  � Headline

 � By-line

 � Date

 � Information – facts, figures and statistics

 � Quotations

 � Time stamp

 � Interactive features – comments and 

feedback

 � Links to social media

 � Objective (news)

 � Subjective (feature)

 � Informative style

 � Interactive

 � Entertaining

Email  � Sender’s email

 � Recipient’s email

 � Subject

 � Date

 � Greeting

 � Sign-off

 � Paragraphs

 � Clear purpose 

 � Appropriate tone and register (formal 

or informal) 
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Fire Ahead with Assessment

The skills you learn during your Junior Cycle English course are assessed in the following ways:

 � Two Classroom-based Assessments, which you will prepare for and complete during 

lesson time:

 � CBA 1: Oral Communication in Second Year   

 � CBA 2: Collection of the Student’s Texts in Third Year 

 � An Assessment Task following CBA 2, which is worth 10% of your final mark in English

 � A Final Assessment in the form of a written exam at the end of Third Year

In this section you will find out more about these forms of assessment and find advice on 

how to prepare for and tackle each one. 

CBA 1: Oral Communication

CBA 1 examines your oral communication skills in the 

form of an individual or group presentation or other 

method of communication. Your oral communication 

should be approximately three minutes long.

Completing CBA 1

Step 1. Select your topic

A good place to start is to decide on a topic. This could be a person you are interested in, a 

hobby, an organisation or something you would like to research. Knowing what you want 

to speak about or present on will give you a focus for your research.

When choosing a topic, think about the following questions:

• Have you read any interesting books or graphic novels or seen any good films recently?

• Have you read or seen any interesting plays recently?

• Do you enjoy reciting or writing poetry?

• Have you read any interesting biographies or about any interesting figures from history 

recently?

• Is there a story that has been in the news recently that you would like to know more about?

• Do you have any unusual or special skills?

• Do you have a favourite hobby or sport that my classmates might be interested to find out 

about?

• Are you curious about the habits and behaviours of your classmates? For example, 

how many people visit their local library, how many shop online, or which social media 

platforms are the most common?

• Do you belong to a local community organisation or voluntary group that people would be 

interested to hear about?

3
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Louder than Words  » Learning Log

Write a review of a film you have seen recently. The film you choose can be old or new. Share 

your honest opinion, positive and negative, about the film. 
or

Imagine you have recently been to a drive-in cinema to see your all-time favourite film. Write 

a review of the whole experience. 

GET CREATIVE

Title:  

Director:  

Starring: 

Release date:  

Age rating:  

Overview:  

Star rating: 

Recommendation:  

 

A Fire Ahead with Assessment unit provides advice and 
ideas for Classroom-Based Assessment and Final Assessment, 

and includes sample Reflection Notes, model answers and 
additional original and past paper exam questions.

Contains revision and retrieval 
tables for features and terms 

related to all genres.

Builds a collection of student texts in preparation for Classroom-Based Assessment 2.

Includes space to reflect on texts, tasks and units in preparation for the Assessment Task.
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A Three-Year Course in Junior Cycle English 

•	 Hosted multimodal texts
•	 Prescribed list 2024–26 resources 
•	 Editable planning documents
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1 » Verbs

Verb me

4. Come up with a verb for each letter in your name, e.g. Catch Insist Advance Remain Ask.

A nother fact

When auxiliary verbs are added to a sentence, they change the tense of the verb that follows.

Example

Auxiliary verbs ‘shall’ and ‘will’ make the sentence future tense:

I shall go to the shops.

He will fi ght back

Auxiliary verbs ‘could’, ‘should’ and ‘would’ make the sentence conditional tense:

I could play tennis, if I had better upper body strength

She would love to go to the play, but she doesn’t have a babysitter

He should study for his exams

     

When you combine ‘would’, ‘should’ or ‘could’ with ‘have’, you can use the contractions 

‘would’ve’, ‘should’ve’ or ‘could’ve’, e.g. ‘I should’ve gone to the shops but I left it too late’.

But remember this is not the same as ‘would of’, ‘should of’ or ‘could of’ – this is a common 

mistake made by students as they sound similar when said out loud.

R etrieval exercise

In your own words, write down what a verb is. Include an example to help you revise.

A verb is ...

An example of a verb:

2

Louder than Words

M ore practice 
Action art

2. Write down as many verbs as you can for each of the following images.

     

Try to vary the verbs you use in your own writing. For example, instead of saying ‘He walked 

along the road, carrying his heavy bag and saying …’ try ‘He trudged along the road, 

dragging his heavy bag and muttering …’ 

M ore practice 

Verbs and verses

3. Write down ten lines from your favourite song. Underline all the verbs you can fi nd.

1

1 » Verbs

VERBS

G et to grips with verbs

Verbs are action (or doing) words. They are used to describe an action, state or occurrence. 

Every sentence needs a verb. 

R ead the examples

John climbed the stairs.

The dog chased the cat.

Cara plays the guitar.

A ttempt it yourself

Verb finder

1. (a) Circle the verbs in each list.

 (i)   Sing        High        Speak        Think        Sweet        Sting        Grab

 (ii)   Play        Print        Read        Sweaty        Fantastic        Mask        Thought

 (iii)   Jump        Sleepy        Rest        Practise        Impact        Stuff        Forgetful

 (b) Can you fi nd any words in the above lists that are nouns as well as verbs? 

List them below.

  

Designed to help students identify the effects of grammar while reading 
and apply it correctly in their own writing, this standalone guide includes:
•	 Clear introductions to each grammar point 
•	 Examples of each grammar point in action
•	 Practice and retrieval exercises 
•	 Tips for avoiding common errors 
•	 A ‘Grammar at a glance’ table

Digital resources

•	 Clear information on the Junior Cycle English specification 
and assessment

•	 Planning support
•	 Additional resources and worksheets



Your Educate.ie rep is available remotely and in person. Call, email or ask us about a meeting.
Freephone: 1800 613 111    Email: sales@educate.ie    www.educate.ie
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Aly Allsopp teaches English to all levels at Tallaght Community School, Dublin and has worked as an 
examiner for the State Examinations Commission. She holds a B Ed in English and Education, a Masters in 
Contemporary Literature from the University of Winchester and a Masters in Children’s and Young Adult 
Literature from Dublin City University.

Seanagh McCarthy teaches English and Economics to all levels at Dominican College Sion Hill, Dublin. She 
holds a BA in English and Economics from University College Dublin and a Masters in Management from 
UCD Michael Smurfit Business School.
Ciara Morris teaches English and French to all levels at Dominican College Sion Hill, Dublin. She holds a BA 
in English and French and a Masters in Second Language Acquisition from University College Dublin. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

The author team behind the bestselling series andKINGDOM A   E

PACKAGE OVERVIEW
For the student For the teacher

	;Textbook with complimentary ebook
	;Learning Log
	;Grammar Guide

	;Textbook with complimentary ebook
	;Teacher’s Resource Book with 
complimentary ebook
	;Digital resources

What  
reviewers have 

said about 
Louder Than 

Words

Original, 
extremely 

authoritative, 
and engaging 
throughout

I love this work 
and it’s unlike 

anything I’ve seen 
in a Junior Cycle 

book

Points the way forward

Excellent 
analysis of key 

techniques

Provides a wide 
range of activities 
and assessments 

which will interest 
students


